Do You Walk the Talk?

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing,
stopping at the crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light
by accelerating through the intersection. The tailgating woman was :
furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustration, as she missed her
chance to get through the intersection, dropping her cell phone and make-
up. She was still in mid-rant, when she heard a tap on her window and
looked up into the face of a very serious police officer. The officer ordered
her to exit her car with her hands up. He took her to the police station
where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and placed in a

holding cell.

After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the
door. She was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting officer was waiting with her person-
al effects. He said, “I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were
blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the
‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the ‘Choose Life’ license plate holder, the ‘Follow Me to Sunday
School’ bumper sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally...I
assumed you had stolen the car."
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Priceless! (Article submitted by Tim Rozeboom)
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I'love the light; I realize that w1th GOD there is
always light...and in JESUS Christ there is no darkness.
In Genesis 1:4 GOD said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. And GOD saw that the light was good,
and He separated the light from the darkness. GOD
called the light “day,” and the darkness He called
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning
- day one. “Day one” is the literal translation from the
Hebrew text. In the Hebrew, the ﬁrst day is not referred
to as “first”— it's titled “day one”. This is significant.
There are no small coincidences or unimportant details
in the Word of GOD. “Day one” (in the beginning) is reflective of “One
Day” (the fulfillment of the Promise at the end). The terms are like book
ends on the story of the world — the story of US — who we are and why we
are here.

Psalm 139:12 “Even the darkness is not dark to Thee, and the night is as

bright as the dark; darkness and light are alike to Thee.” With GOD,
there is a blending of light with dark in such a way that dark is still there,
but no longer dark or foreboding — the compromise of darkness is allowing
light to overtake it. Our lives have sunny days and dark nights. When we
have believed and chosen to be in agreement with GOD, that Light stays
with us even in our darkest nights!

My friend, Celena, sent me a spin on “Turn Your Eyes Upon JESUS”
earlier this year... "and the things of earth will grow strangely light ... in

the light of HIS Glory and Grace." When GOD is in us, HIS Presence is a
constant Light — like the fire by night, or the light in the temple that is
documented in Exodus and Deuteronomy. HIS Presence in us changes
evervthing — IF — we do not block HIS work. Our choices allow HIS order
— HIS Grace and Strength — OR — prevent HIS work of Grace and
Strength. We are the dark, clay organism that ends in mortality, and HE is
the Light in us — the Goodness, Kindness, and Grace. Day One begins in
darkness, with GOD hovering over that darkness — planning, dreaming,
hoping, strategizing, inventing, sketching, preparing, proposing — “Let
there be Light!”

Darkness is no longer alone, but illuminated and filled!! Have you ever
experienced that? The day your hopelessness met hope? The day your
chaos and confusion met the Answer? When the two become one, there is
always a bit of a clash: And the compromising begins!

I received a challenge to remove the word “but” from my vocabularys; it
has been a very blessed assignment! I'm noticing that my heart is
softening, I'm seeing others with more compassion, more understanding,
and less of a need to try to fix. Recognizing that GOD is wanting to use
EVERY path, EVERY decision (even if it looks like a mistake) for good —
for the best! HE won't allow it if it can't be turned into HIS highest and
HIS best. So who am I to try to change someone? Who am I to try and
manipulate a circumstance to turn out the way I want it to look? HE's got
the whole world in HIS hands and is working it for the BEST! When I
think of compromise, I hear the word “but” in my mind - “But I don't like
that suggestion” — “But that's not what I want” — “But don't you see it’s
better if....” Removing “but” from our vocabulary is a worthy goal to
become more like CHRIST! GOD didn’t have any “buts” in His
vocabulary when He created the earth....John 1:4-5 1




Make America Great Again!

The Arctic Ocean is warming up, icebergs are growing scarcer and in some
places the seals are finding the water too hot according to a report to the
Commerce Department yesterday from the Consulate at Bergen, Norway.
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WHOSE REPORT DO YOU BELIEVE?

If I could convince all my friends...I mean “ALL” without exception to say, “I believe the report
of the LORD”, and I might add “above and beyond all other reports,” we could be a mighty army
marching in victory over the enemy! When I hear the chorus, “Whose Report Do You Believe? We
Will Believe the Report of the LORD!” I realize in that statement NO unbelief is found. No other
reports are considered - no tradition - no taking surveys - no feelings or reasonings considered...
NO unbelief exhibited! That verse simply and powerfully makes a Faith-filled statement, “We Will
Believe the Report of the LORD!” I can hear the mighty shout from heaven saying, “Go For It!
You Have What You Say!”

This year, this very important year, may my circle of friends meet every circumstance head-on with NO unbelief,
no “maybe it won’t work” attitudes...just absolute, sold-out Faith in GOD! That sounds like paradise to me. You see,
if all my friends would make quality decisions in their hearts, that the only options, in every situation, would be to
follow GOD’s report and be led by His Promises; then, when challenges come (and they will), AGREEMENT would
be much easier and victory would come so quickly. You see, “when two agree on earth about anything they ask, in
JESUS’ Name, it shall be done for them by GOD, our Father!” (Matthew 18:19) Amos 3:3 tells us that agreement
in the spirit is paramount for two walking together and having a relationship. Agreement with GOD’s Word is the
most important thing in a Believer’s walk with Christ.

Maybe it’s a dream on my part, but I know it’s possible; I’ve been consumed by this verse, “With men it’s impossi-
ble, but not with GOD, for ALL things are possible with GOD!” (Mark 10:27) I know the Body of Christ is missing
something here, because there are too many sick and too many arguing and too many worried and just not walking in
victory. So, I’m making a vow...that I will endeavor to meet every situation head-on, in AGREEMENT with those of
you who can stand strong in FAITH...that there will be NO unbelief in the situations we encounter. Come with me
now and let’s say together, “I Believe the report of the LORD!” Can I count on you?
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Pigs, Lipstick and Lslam...

A look into daily Muslim life: Is it allowed to put on lipstick only for your husband? Some
say that lipstick contains pig fat. Is it true? In such a case are we allowed to apply lipstick?
Please advise.

Answer: Praise be to Allah. The basic principle is that anything that is used for adornment
and beautification is permissible. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): “He it is Who
created for you all that is on earth.” [Al-Baqarah 2:29] If the intention is to beautify yourself
for your husband, that may be mustahabb (permissible), because this is something that is prescribed in sharee’ah
(Sharia). But this is subject to the condition that nothing haram (harmful) is involved, such as adorning yourself
for non-Muslim men to whom it is not permissible to show your beauty. It is also subject to the condition that it
does not contain any substance that may harm the body or that is impure such as pig fat. In that case it is haram,
because we are forbidden to do things that will harm us, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: “there should be no harming or reciprocating harm.” Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said: There is nothing wrong
with using lipstick because the basic principle is that things are permissible until it is made clear that they are
haram... But if it becomes clear that it is harmful to the lips, that it dries them out and makes them lose their
moisture, then in this case it is not allowed. I have been told that it may cause the lips to crack. If that is proven,
then we are forbidden to do things that harm us. Fatawa Manaar al-Islam, 3/831 And Allah knows best.

This article, based on the Quran, is definitely not from JESUS, Who said, “I Am the Way, the Truth and the

Life....” (John 14:6) Submitted by Mark Trevithick

“] am loved, 1 am loved, 1 can risk loving you...for the One Who knows me best loves me most.
1 am loved, you are loved, won’t you please take my hand. We are free to love each other...WE ARE

LOVED!” Bill and Gloria Gaither

Saving the Lost..Loving e Unlorabie

As we eagerly embrace this New Year, we set our sights on
remaining faithful in the work to which GOD has called us. —
| Thank you for being a part of what happens in Peru through the Home of Refuge

I know there is a day coming when GOD will separate the nations before Him - the
| sheep on His right hand, and those He refers to as “goats” on His left. The ones on
His right will enter into His rest, while the ones on His left will enter into eternal fire
4 prepared for the devil and his angels. As Ilook at that portion of Scripture, I can

1| thereof) played out in their life. In a sense, it could be described as simply, “Who

§ remembered the poor and weak...the street people of this world?” JESUS tells us
| we do it unto Him whenever we do it unto the least of His brethren. Rosa and I

| want to Thank You for keeping in focus what matters most in life and for sowing
generously into the future...and for all eternity.

WE love YOU, Tony and Rosa - Home of Refuge, Peru




